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ATLANTIC CITY — Housing Authority Executive Director Clifford Scott stood in a muddy 

common area at Stanley Holmes Village last week and pointed out the property’s problems. 

 

“You see the wear and tear,” he said of the red brick buildings that make up the dated 

development built in 1939. “This property needs to come down.” 

 

If Scott and the city are successful, Stanley Holmes and Buzby Village will be razed and 

replaced by new facilities at other locations. 

 

Scott, who was appointed to head the Housing Authority in September, described an ambitious 

plan to revive the city’s public housing stock. It not only calls for demolition and construction of 

the family developments, but also refurbishments to the authority’s senior and disabled towers, 

such as Jeffries Tower and Altman Terrace. 

 

“We need quality housing in this community, not so much more housing,” said Scott, 45. “We 

have to improve upon what we have as opposed to trying to build new or more housing.” 

 

http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/atlantic-city-plans-redevelopment-of-public-housing/article_83b44d82-292d-5bc8-bdc1-9010d53f92e0.html
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/news/atlantic-city-plans-redevelopment-of-public-housing/article_83b44d82-292d-5bc8-bdc1-9010d53f92e0.html


The authority needs money for this mission, but Scott and other officials say they have a plan for 

that too. They are in an application process for the federal Rental Assistance Demonstration 

Program, which allows housing authorities to covert public housing units to Section 8-based 

units. This conversion allows the authorities to get money, mostly loans, previously restricted for 

public housing. 

 

“Because our organization is debt free, we feel like we’re in a position to realize the necessary 

needed capital to do that rehab,” Scott said. 

 

To overcome a lack of federal funds, the RAD program was rolled out in 2012 to help housing 

authorities across the nation use private funds for repairs. The program is still in its early stages.  

 

Scott estimates all Atlantic City projects could be complete in four years.  

 

The authority’s efforts have the backing of city officials. The authority is working closely with 

the Planning and Development Department to find vacant city-owned land that can be used for 

the new family developments. 

 

Councilman Frank Gilliam recently issued a statement supporting the concept of using the RAD 

program to fund public housing improvements. 

 

“The moral test of government is how we treat those who are in the dawn of life – the children, 

the elderly – and those who are in the shadows of life – the sick, the needy and the handicapped,” 

Gilliam said. 

 

Councilman Kaleen Shabazz, who’s Third Ward includes Stanley Holmes, said he’d introduce a 

resolution to support the authority’s plan. 

 

“Their plan upgrades the stock in public housing, it mitigates the density of units and provides a 

better standard of life for our citizens who are in public housing,” he said. 

 

Mayor Don Guardian said authority and city officials would soon make a trip to Washington 

D.C. to meet with U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development officials. 

 

“That seems to be the new program that’s available,” Guardian said of RAD. “We need to 

replace the oldest of our housing with new housing and then refurnish the housing that’s 30 and 

40 years old all over the city.” 

 

Scott stressed that the authority would build the new family developments before making people 

move. He also said rents wouldn’t rise since they're based on residents' incomes. The housing 

authority would still maintain ownership of the properties, Scott said. 

 

As Scott gave a tour through the towers, he said refurbishments at existing buildings would 

include new kitchens, bathrooms, vanities, as well as painting, roofing and exterior work. 

 



Marie Rice, 69, said life is okay at Altman Terrace, but said was still trying to move out, citing 

drugs and fights. Told of the proposed refurbishments, Rice was skeptical. 

 

“I was supposed to get a new window, but I haven’t gotten anything,” she said. 

 

Scott, who led the housing authorities in Omaha, Nebraska and Youngstown, Ohio before 

arriving to Atlantic City, makes $125,000 as the city's executive director. 

 

He wants the authority to do better at pushing residents to improve their lives. He thinks the 

refurbishments will reduce complaints about quality of the housing, which will help the authority 

hold residents more accountable. 
 


