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FY17 Omnibus Funding Deal Reached in Congress 

 
After passage of a continuing resolution (CR) on Friday to keep the federal government funded 

and open – and frantic work through the weekend – House and Senate congressional negotiators 

announced on Monday, May 1, that they reached agreement on an “omnibus” comprehensive 

appropriations bill (cited as the  “Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2017”), which includes the 

remaining eleven regular appropriations bills for FY17. The appropriations bill for Transportation, 

Housing and Urban Development (HUD), and Related Agencies (THUD) is found in Division K of 

the omnibus. 

 
Overall, in a politically-charged environment, with a new administration calling for elimination of 

some programs and drastic cuts to others in the coming fiscal year (the FY18 “skinny budget”), the 

FY17 public housing and related programs fared relatively well. Programs in the skinny budget 

slated for elimination or deep cuts were increased. For example, the public housing capital fund 

received an increase over FY16, and the Choice Neighborhoods Initiative received more funding 

than ever before. Additionally, the Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD) received an increase to 

225,000 units. Two disappointments were the public housing operating fund, which experienced a 

reduction when compared to FY16, and RAD, which was once again not funded. 
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Below is a quick overview of the proposed funding levels for some of the programs of interest to 

CLPHA members, along with CLPHA’s updated funding chart. We will provide a more detailed 

review and analysis shortly. 

 

 
Program Funding 

 
Public Housing Operating Fund: $4.4 billion. This is $1.064 billion below CLPHA’s request of 

$5.464 billion, $169 million below the Administration’s request of $4.569 billion, and $100 million 

below the FY16 enacted level. 

 
Public Housing Capital Fund: $1.942 billion. This is $3.058 billion below CLPHA’s request of $5.0 

billion, $77 million above the Administration’s request of $1.865 billion, and $42 million above the 

FY16 enacted level. 

 
There is a set-aside of $15 million for the Jobs-Plus Pilot Program, equal to CLPHA’s request and 

$20 million less than the Administration’s request; a set-aside for the Resident Opportunities and 

Self-Sufficiency (ROSS) program of $35 million, equal to CLPHA’s request and $35 million more 

than the Administration’s request; and, a set-aside of $21.5 million for emergency capital needs 

with no less than $5 million for safety and security, $1.5 million more than CLPHA’s and the 

Administration’s request.  There are additional set-asides of $10 million for ongoing financial and 

physical assessment activities of the Real Estate Assessment Center (REAC), and up to $1 million is 

provided for the cost of administrative and judicial receiverships. 

 
Housing Choice Voucher (HCV) Renewals: $18.355 billion. This is $92 million billion below 

CLPHA’s and the Administration’s request of request of $18.447 billion, and $674 million above 

the FY16 enacted level. 

 
HCV Administrative Fees: $1.65 billion. This is $472 million below CLPHA’s request of $2.122 

billion, $427 million below the Administration’s request of $2.077 billion, and equal to the FY16 

enacted level. 

 
Tenant Protection Vouchers (TPV): $110 million. This is $40 million below CLPHA’s request of 

$150 million, equal to the Administration’s request, and $20 million below the FY16 enacted level. 

 
HUD-VASH Vouchers: $40 million. This is $35 million below CLPHA’s request of $75 million, $40 

million more than the Administration’s request, and $20 million below the FY16 enacted level. 

 
Family Unification (FUP) Program: $10 million. This is new incremental voucher assistance. 

 
Family Self Sufficiency (FSS) Program: $75 million. This is $10 million below CLPHA’s request of 

$85 million, and equal to the Administration’s request and the FY16 enacted level. 
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Choice Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI): $137.5 million. This is $62.5 million below CLPHA’s and 

the Administration’s request of $200 million, and $12.5 million above the FY16 enacted level.  It 

should be noted, to date this is the most funding the program will receive in its history. No less 

than $50 million may be made available to housing authorities; and up to $5 million of the funds 

may be provided as comprehensive local planning grants. HUD is directed to give priority to 

previously awarded planning grantees when making implementation grant awards. 

 
Rental Assistance Demonstration (RAD): $0 million. This is $50 million below CLPHA’s and the 

Administration’s request of $50 million. The bill modifies the enabling legislation to increase or 

raise the unit cap to 225,000 units (Sec. 239 below). 

 

 
General Provisions 

 
SEC. 217. Allows housing authorities with less than 400 units to be exempt from asset 

management requirements in the operating fund rule. 

 
SEC. 218. Restricts the Secretary from imposing any requirement or guideline relating to asset 

management that restricts or limits the use of capital funds for central office costs, up to the limit 

established in QWHRA. 

 
SEC. 224. Restricts the amount of Section 8 (under the tenant-based rental assistance program) 

and Section 9 funding that public housing agencies can use to pay employees above the annual 

rate of basic pay for a position at level IV of the Executive Schedule in FY17.  

 

SEC. 226. Extends the HOPE VI program until September 30, 2017. 

SEC. 228. Prohibits funds to be used to require or enforce the Physical Needs Assessment (PNA).  

 
SEC. 239. Increases the unit cap to 225,000 under the Rental Assistance Demonstration, and 

extends the program to 2020. 

 

 
Other Selected HUD Programs 

 
Project-Based Rental Assistance: $10.416 billion. Of this amount, $235 million is set-aside for 

Performance-Based Contract Administrators (PBCA). 

 

Community Development Block Grant: $3 billion. 

 
HOME: $950 million. 

 
Homeless Assistance Grants: $2.383 billion. Of this amount, set-asides include $310 million for 

emergency solutions grants program; $40 million for rapid re-housing of homeless; $12 million for 



a national homelessness data analysis project; and $43 million for comprehensive approach to 

serving homeless youth in up to 11 communities. 

 
Section 202 Housing for the Elderly: $502.4 million. Of this amount, up to $75 million is set-aside 

for service coordinators and existing congregate service grants. 

 
Section 811 Housing for Persons with Disabilities: $146 million. 

 
Research and Technology: $89 million. Of this amount, HUD is directed to provide $6 million for a 

Moving to Work demonstration evaluation; and $6 million for continued evaluation of rent 

reform, in addition to other set-asides. 

 
Information Technology Fund: $257 million. 

 
LINKS: 

 
CLPHA's Comparative Funding Chart for FY17  

 
HUD Text 

 
THUD Division K  
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