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A new study from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, shows the success 

of the Rental Assistance Demonstration nationwide, including in Birmingham. 

RAD, which was implemented in 2012 as a way to address the U.S.'s aging public housing 

properties, has been attracting new capital that will transform communities, according to the 

Rental Assistance Demonstration Interim Report released today. 
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HABD CEO Michael Lundy plans to work with a number of groups to rethink public housing 

in… more  
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The study shows that nationwide, housing authorities participating in the RAD program have 

leveraged $9 in private capital for every $1 of public housing funds. As of October 2015, those 

housing authorities have generated $2.25 billion in external new investment to preserve and 

improve 185 public housing developments, according to a press release. 

In Birmingham, RAD is helping to redevelop the Housing Authority of the Birmingham 

District's Loveman Village property in the Titusville neighborhood into a new $80 million less 

dense mixed-income community with green space. 

The project received approval for $17 million in tax credits from the Alabama Housing Finance 

Tax Authority earlier this year, as previously reported. 

“This redevelopment is transformative and has reawakened the longtime desires of the Housing 

Authority, the city of Birmingham, and the residents themselves,” said Michael O. Lundy, 

president and CEO of HABD. “The response from our residents has been overwhelmingly in 

favor of this. A redeveloped Loveman Village has the ability to energize an entire section of our 

city.” 

That project is expected to spark greater private commercial and residential revitalization in the 

Titusville neighborhood. Lundy said that new programs to set residents on a path to self 

sufficiency will also be put in place, and that they are just as important as the redeveloped real 

estate. 

“The Rental Assistance Demonstration is attracting substantial investment in a budget 

environment where public dollars simply can’t keep pace with the growing backlog of capital 

needs facing our public housing authorities,” said HUD Secretary Julián Castro, in a press 

release. 

However Katherine M. O'Regan, assistant secretary for policy development research for HUD, 

said that many important questions remain regarding RAD’s potential to meet the long-term 

challenge to preserve, improve, and stabilize public housing. Another phase of evaluation will 

examine how RAD impacts the physical and financial condition of properties being converted 

and how project residents are affected. The final report is expected to be published by December 

2018. 
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