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A new $17M housing complex is in the works for the Booth Street neighborhood.  
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An exterior view of the new Stone Grove Crossing apartments on Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2017. 
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In the 1960s, Booth Street Apartments, like other federally-funded public housing complexes 

built across the country decades ago, offered clean, safe housing for low-income residents of 

Salisbury’s West Side. 

“Back then and in its day, it was a nice place,” said Don Bibb, executive director of the 

Wicomico County Housing Authority. 

But over time, poor management and neighborhood crime led to its decline. In recent years, 

some units were boarded up rather than repaired. 

“About 10 years ago, it was decided something needed to be done,” Bibb said, and the Housing 

Authority board began looking for a partnership with a tax credit developer. 

Fast forward to 2017, and a new $17 million development called Stone Grove Crossing now sits 

where 50 Booth Street Apartments units once stood. 

“It’s an amazing transformation,” Bibb said. 



 

A view of the living room/kitchen area of the new Stone Grove Crossing apartments on 

Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2017.  (Photo: Staff photo by Ralph Musthaler) 

There are 84 units, 50 of which replace the Booth Street units that were demolished and were 

funded through HUD’s Rental Assistance Demonstration program. 

Former residents of the razed Booth Street units were given the right of refusal to come back. 

Seven of them are returning, while 17 have relocated, Bibb said. 

The former Booth Street residents will be able to move into a Stone Grove Crossing unit at the 

same rent they paid before, which is set at 30 percent of their income, said Ivy Dench-Carter, 

regional vice president of Pennrose Properties, which developed and manages the complex. 

There will be income restrictions for new tenants who must earn less than 60 percent of the 

median income for the area, she said. 

Located just outside the Salisbury city limits, the new complex has one-, two- and three-bedroom 

apartments in nine three-story buildings on a 5.38-acre site. Units have washers and dryers, 

individual entrances and storage. 

“These new apartment homes are a stark contrast to what was available to residents previously,” 

said Dench-Carter. 



 

A view of the living room/kitchen area of the new Stone Grove Crossing apartments on 
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The project also included redevelopment of the existing 4,937-square-foot community building 

with a fitness room, computer room, renovated kitchen, and separate office space for the 

Housing Authority and Pennrose staff. 

 

The $17 million development was funded by HUD, the Maryland Department of Housing and 

Community Development and Community Development Administration, 9 percent Low Income 

Housing Tax Credit equity proceeds via Alden Torch Financial and J.P. Morgan and a private 

loan from Chase Bank, according to a Pennrose news release. 

 

Monthly rents for the units range from $878 to $1,017 with income restrictions. 

The remaining 50 units at Booth Street Apartments will be torn down in the next phase, and 

replaced with a new complex on Merritt Mill Road on the east side of Salisbury. Fifty of those 

units will be subsidized. Pennrose should know soon if its application for state tax credits is 

approved, Dench-Carter said. 

The Housing Authority also is in the process of renovating 90 single-family homes it owns 

between Salisbury and Fruitland that were acquired from a developer who went out of business. 

At a June 21 Wicomico County Council meeting, Bibb reported that 39 of the houses were 

boarded up. 



 

An exterior view of the new Stone Grove Crossing apartments on Wednesday, Feb. 8, 

2017.  (Photo: Staff photo by Ralph Musthaler) 

The cost to repair all 90 houses is $5 million, an amount that took some council members by 

surprise. 

“That seems rather expensive,” said Council President John Cannon. “Those houses were built in 

1973.” 

Bibb told the council that there had been a history of poor inspections by the Housing Authority 

and some of the houses had hoarding situations with former tenants. About 26 of the houses are 

in a state of “extreme disrepair,” but none so bad that they can’t be fixed, he said. The repair 

work will include new roofs and plumbing, heating and electrical systems. 

In an interview last week, Cannon said he hopes the Housing Authority will not repeat its 

mistakes from the past. 

“I hope it’s still a successful project 30 years from now,” he said. 
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